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Observations on the Present State of 
Religion in the World. 


Concluded from p. 228. 


Catholicism is the spirit of Chris- 
iianity, manifested in its full beauty 
and giory ; the last victory to be achiev- 
ed over the selfish spirit of man. 
Whatever may be said to the contra- 
ry, one of the hardest tasks, encoun- 
tered by such beings as we are, is to 
feel, and confess, even when compel- 
Jed by argument, that those, who dif- 
fer from us, are right, and that we, so 
far as we difier from them, are wrong. 
Nay, it is with no smal! difficulty, that 
we even suspect ourselves to be in the 
wrong, and others to be in the right. 
Yet that in a variety of respects al! this 
is true, both of ‘ourselves and others, 
is unquestionable. Still, if I mistake 
not, most men would sooner forgive an 
injury, than make this acknowledg- 
ment. ‘To efface this deep stain from 
the Christian character a hand, pos- 
sessed of no common power, is indis- 
pensable. 

Such a hand has been found in this 
mighty Association. ‘They began with 
a proposition to Christians, of all de- 
nominations, who felt interested in 
communicatirg the word of life, to u- 
nite with them in this celestial enter- 
prise. They then determined to trans- 
mit this sacred volume through the va- 
rious countries of the world only in au- 
thorized versions; and these, only with- 
out note or comment. Where no au- 
ihorized versions existetl, they provi- 
ded means for obtaining such, as would 
be most satisfactory. Thus, in the 
sense of St. Paul, to the Jews they be- 
came Jews, and to the Greeks Greeks; 
that by all means they might gain some. 
The plan, thus proposed, has been 
pursued with a liberality, worthy of 
the expansive views, with which it was 
conceived ; with an energy, which no- 
thing could weary, and with a success, 





which no human mind couid hove 
foreseen, arid no imagination, howev- 
er romantic, could have expected. 
Toa design so noble every elevated 
thought beat in response; and the 
voice of piety every where resounded 
with praise. The Christian world in- 
stantaneously assumed a new aspect. 
Christians, whose minds were particu- 
larly expansive and dignified, became 
moreexpanded andennobled. Those, 
whese views were’narrow, and whese 
feelings were contracted, swelled at 
once from the dimensions of Li//iput 
into the fullstatureof men. From this 
altar of God, lniilt of whole stones, on 
which no iron tool had been lifted up to 
pollute it, the fire, kindled by lightning 
from heaven, spread with an electric- 
al activity from one land to another ; 
purified the sacrifices, which were ev- 
ery where ofiered up; and exhaled 
from the whole Christian world a cloud 
of sweet incence, ascending to the 
throne of Grace. Various sects of 
Protestants, the Catholic, the Greek, 
the Syrian, the Arminian, the Georgi- 
an, were extensively animated with 
new and etberial principles; and felt 
the value of Religion itself, and the 
sweet influence, of the benevelence, 
which it inspires, in a manner of which 
they had scarcely dreamed before. A, 
labour of loye was now presented to 
them, in which they saw, that they 
could all engage, without violating a 
single prejudice: while the very act 
of engagiig in it broke down more 
prejudices, than a century had been 
able even to weaken. 
lt deserves our attention, Mr. E.dit- 
or, that this exalted spirit has exhibit- 
ed itself to the world in a manner, 
which with the strictest accuracy may 
be called new, at the annual meetinys 
of this Society and others, of which it 
has been the parent. The eloquence, 
which on these occasions it las pour- 
ed eut upon the world, fom voices 
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heretofure chiefly unknown, and from 
a multitude of persons, who not im- 
probabiy had been accustomed to think 
themseives, like Moses, not eloquent but 
slow of speech, and of a slow tongue is 
uivivalied. ‘Poan tnglishunan it may 
seeut like a kinds f treason ; bat L hes- 
liate not to declare, that a number of 
the speeches, delivered at these meet- 
ines, in ardour aud anwnation, in bold- 
ness and sublimity of thought, and in 
fvlity of langunge, outrun all, that 
has been usually celebrated in the elo- 
quence of the British Parliament. The 
truth unquestionably is: tie themes 
are far nobler; the views, with which 
they are contemplated,are far more ex- 
pansive: & thefeelings,with which they 
are regarded, are seton a far higher 
key, than any, of which the field of po- 
litical deliberation cau Loast. Thus 
expanded, thus ennobled, the soul of 
the erator pours out his thoughts and 
emotions Ina manner not a little re- 
sembling the burst of inspiration. 

in this manner a prospect is opened 
to us, Mr. Editor, which isequally mag- 
nifiventand delightful: ‘:e Christian 
world, in conformity to the precepts, 
and example, of their Divine Lord, 
and to the tenor of that covenant by 
which they yield themselves tohim as 
his disciples, honourebly advancing, 
and with a rapid step, toward that har- 
mony, that peace, that consumation of 
hrotherly love, which is the glory of 
ihe Evangelical system. Again it will 
bevin to be said, “ See how these Chris- 
tiuns lore one another.” Again Zion 
will awake, and grit on her beautiful 
garments; and become fair as the 
moon, and clear as the sun. She will be 
all glorious within; and her clothing 
will be of wrought gold. 

The consequences of this happy 
change in the character of Christians 
will be of the most auspicious nature. 
Ji will more effectually answer the 
cavils of infidels; extcruiinate the 
prejudices of the Ifcathens, Mahome- 
ots, and Jews; eradicate sectarian 
feelings; and break down all those 
hindrances to the progress of Religion, 
which arise from Christians them- 
selves, than a thousand years of con- 
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troversy. “ Nothing,” said Wm. Penn. 
“is necessary to make good men har- 
monious and friendly, but that they 
should live near to each other, and 
converse often, Kindly, and freely 
with each other :” and let me add, 
nothing more is necessary © com- 
mend them to the consciences of thei: 
fellow men. 

In the last place permit me to «!)- 
serve that the blessing of God has in 
singular manner accompanicd Wiese 
various benevolent efforts. 

This is seen in all the observations 
which have heen made; for thes 
have been liittie more than an ennu- 
meration of blessings, conmunicated 
to mankind in different modes of dis- 
pensation. But IT mean something 
more. Tinean, that a marked succes 
has been regularly given, wherever 
these efforts bave been contrived, and 
wherever they have been made; a 
success, which has exceeded all ex- 
pectation, and appeared wonderful 1) 
the eves ofallmen. Bibles have bee: 
every where received, and read, with 
ardour; often with tears of gratitude, 
and prayers for these, by whom they 
were distributed; and im many in- 
stances. as we have the best reason to 
believe, with cousequent repentance, 
faith, and holiness, ou the part of those, 
by whom they were received. Mis- 
sionavies have already made many 
thousands of converts; and are at 
this time multiplying them with in- 
creasing rapidity. The Hindeo alrea- 
dy says, “JZ perceive that Caste,” and 
the Mahomedan “ that Islamism must 
fall” The Jew, already relaxes tlie 
severity of his features; and.the Inti- 
de! in his sober moments begins to 
tremble, lest the Gospel should be the 
word of Goi. 

Il have endeavoured, Mr. Editor, 
through the Religious Intelligencer to 
give the public @ summary, but jus, 
view of the present state of Religion 
the world, Such a view scems neces- 
sary to enable us to settle our ow? 
thoughts concerniug this all-important 
subject in a satisfactory manner ; and 
to regulate our couduct, so as to pro- 
mote its future success, (if we wish 1° 
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omote it,) insuch ways, and by such 
‘ans, as may be in our power. ‘To 
pow what has been done, and is now 
ing, seems necessary to teach us 
nat we are to do; and this know- 
ge is indispensable to success, or 
en to satisfaction, in our duty. ‘The 
ork which, we have seen so various- 
, and so prosperously, pursued in 
any different countries, is the great- 
¢,and best to which either the hands, 
‘the minds, of men were ever appli- 
4 Happily, the views and plans of 
se, who have been principal actors 
pthis vast concern, have been enlarg- 
,and elevated, in a degree, not un- 
ted to the nature and dignity ef the 
yjject. If we are to act a useful 
yt in this glorious scherfe of beni- 
ence ; Our views must expand, and 
yw affections rise, above all that is 
mtracted and grovelling; and bear 
suitable relation to the majesty of 
e purpose: May I not say, A chart 
{the voyage is now before us ? 
But what shall be done? particular- 
what shall we do? I answer, It is 
pquestionably our duty to engage in 
se excrtions of good will with an 
jour, a liberality, a patience, a per- 
erance, suited to the magnitude of 
design, i. e. in such of them, as our 
vation and circumstances will per- 
i. Every man is not bound to - 
rin them all; but from labouring 
one or Other of them no man ina 
iristian Country car excuse himself. 
, Who deliberately refuses, is cer- 
july not on the Lord’s side; and ought 
iously to ask: himself whether he is 
‘fairly numbered with the inhabit- 
sof Meroz, who in the great battle 
ween Barak and Sisera came net to 
the help of the Lord against the migh- 
To him, who is willing to pe: ‘form 
‘duty, and to observe the events 
ich are passing before his eyes, the 
rer of Providence will, in ordina- 
circumstances, point out his path 
Ki sufficient clearness. It is of no 
sequence which part of the various 
l, to be done, is done by us. Let 
h individual apply himself to that 
of the work, which Providence, 
"sin his way. All the parts aro 
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necessary; and all the hands, which 
are, or ever will be, employed. GOD 
will say to no one ; no One can say to 
another ; “ I have no need of thee.” 

But there i is one branch of this great _ 
business, Mr. Editor, one Institution of 
pre-eminent importance, to which I 
wish to direct the attention of your 
readers. This is the American Bible 
Society. It is our glory, as well as our 
happiness, that such a Society is at 
length established in our country. Its 
existence has been long, and earnestly 
wished by a multitude of wise and 
good men; and they now felicitate 
themselves in seeing what many pro- 
phets, and kings, would have rejoiced 
to see. 

From the observations, which } 
have heretofore made, summary as 
they have been, it must be perceived 
by every reader, that the British and 
Foreign Bible Society Wave acted in 
the great work of doing good with an 
energy, unknown to any other body 
of men. However wise, and pious, 
the founders ef this Institution may 
have been; and certainly, they 
have been pre-eminently distinguish- 
ed for wisdom and piety; theif effi- 
cacy would have been comparatively 
trifling in its amount, had they not been 
originally constituted a national Socie- 
fy. This fact was the soul, which gave 
life to their whole body; and raised 
it to its present gigautie stature. The 
effects, which it has produced, are 
probably greater than would have re- 
sulted from the exertions of ten thoa- 
sand independent Societies, formed in 
little districts; even if the members 
of them all were possessed of the same 
spirit. It has astonished the world; 
and, what is much more, it is ina 
rapid manner reforming the world. 

Of this energy, and efficacy, the A- 
nierican Bible Soviety will, 1 tr usi, pos- 
sess, at no great distance of time, a 
considerable share. Like its great 
prototype, it is formed, without dis- 
tinction, of Christians of every denom- 
ination, who ave inclincd to promote 
its great object; the circulation of the 
Holy Scriptures ia authorised versions, 
quitheus nole er cement, After the’ 
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game example, also, it proposes to ex- 
tend its influence to foreign countries, 
whether Christian, Mahomedan, or 
Pagan. In the means, and measures, 
propos sed for carrying bases great de- 
ame wisdom 
aihiu nhevanty are everv where con- 
spicuous. Of course there seems to 
be notiing to hinder the stecess of 
iis operations, except what may be 
found in the disposition ef our citizens. 

Should it be said. that fhere ave ma- 
ny op posers of this Society; and many 
oljec "ons against its exisience, a vw ope- 
rations; | answer, that the opposers 
are not a twentiet! i pert so numerous, 
or so formidable, as ft ase, with which 
the British and Foreign Bibie Society 
have ever had. and stil! have, to con- 
tend. The ebjections, in the mean 
time, are notonly far inferior in their 
number, and importance; but are 
such, that it is not — to conceive 
how they can be seriou alledged by 
a man of so! riety anda candoar, 

The benefits, which may be fairy 
expected i 


s:on ilo executic rh, tin 


from this Lostitu‘ion, aic. on 
the other hand, great, without num- 
ber or degree. Beside the imestinia- 
ble blessings, which it will convey 
with the Scriptures throughout this 
land, and to many others, it cannot 
fail io spread far and wide the Catho- 
beism, on which I have msisted; to 
banish, at least in some degree, the 
hostility, which the me umbers of reli- 
gious sects, even when pious men, but 
too commonly feel towards each other ; 
to diminish the miserable spirit of par- 
ty, which has so long, and so exten- 
sively, distracted our country ; to de- 
stroy, or at least to lessen, the clan- 
nish spirit, be one even its literary 
and scientifical inhabitants are in- 
fected, and .. prepare men of res- 
pectability in different parts of the 
union to discern, and ackneeledec, 
each others wisdom, and worth. Un- 
questionably, it will unite the prayers 

the liberality, and the active exer- 
tions. of Christians: and, in my own 
belicf, will in all probability contri- 
bute not a little to diffuse the spirit of 
picty over our country. Such have 
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been the facts elsewhere: such, it js 
rationally concluded, they will be here. 
What good man, nay what sober 
man, can look at this subject with jy- 
neeieen > Wheat American Citizen 
an behold all these blessings fairly 
withi in the reach of his “4 AF bara 
and not gird up his loins to the de. 
lightful ¢ nip! lovment of diffusin: thes m > 
Who can see so many of his cou itry- 
men destitute of the Bible? Who 
when it is ia his power to furnish the 
necessary re iief can see even one of 
then} in this afflicted condition ; and’ 
with the cold-bicoded priest and L 
vite quietly look on, and pass by on tix 
other side? Who will not glow with th 
general warmth, the noble disinter- 


estedness, the celestial sympathy, of 


the good Samaritans: and pour oil and 
wine inéo such wounds even of a bitter 
enemy. 

‘The inefficacy of independent, lo- 
cal societies, of this nature, has been 
abundant'y preved in this vety coun- 
try by undeniable facts. After seven 
years experience, all those Societies in 
the United Mates have not distributed 
move then £50,000 Bibles. ‘The small- 
ness of this number, distributed by 
1H Societies, has not arisen from the 
want of liberality, zeal, and piety, on 
the part of their members; but fran 
the nature of their constitution. Uni 
ted by no common bond; possessing 
no common centre of eorrespoi- 
ence; origina!ly broken into frag- 
ments by the manner of their forma- 
tion; destitute of that grandeur,and in- 
portance, which is absolutely necessa- 
ry to rouse, and attach, the strong 
feelings of man: separated. in theu 
connsels, and desultory in their me: 
sures; they necessarily proceed wit! 
a slow and i@efiicacious step toward 
the accomplishment of any great and 
seneral ebject, and can never feel 4 
common, or powerful, energy. Instead 
of proceeding with the vigorous course 
of ihe Bank of England towards the 
promotion of interesting National ob- 
jects, they move, like the thousand 
“Banks in the United States, now for- 
ward, now backward, and now not a° 
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Jl. Instead of proceeding with the 
drength and dispatch of the British 
Government, they have resembled, 
shen called to the promotion of inte- 
esting general purposes, the Repub- 
jc of the United Netherlands, in which 
yational measures, before they could 
je commenced, must be voted, not by 
the States ge neral only; not by the 
legislature of each province only; 
wt by every city, and political body, 
in every province. 

Think not, Mr. Editor, that I mean 

» disparage the Bible Societies of this 
wuntry. I regard them with very 
ligh respect. ‘They ave formed of 
rsons, of great worth and wisdom ; 
ad have probably done as much 
pod, as any equal number of persons 
vould have ‘done in the same circum- 
vances. ‘The radical evil lies in the 
node of their formation ; their snmiall- 
ness, their detachment from each oth- 
er, and the necessary confinement of 
ieir plans to narrow bounds, and ve- 
fy limited objects. 

Permit me to hope, Mr. Editor, that 
a soon as the season of autumnal bu- 
suess begins to draw towards a close, 
ve shall see the existing local Bible 
Societies voluntarily converted into 

Auxiliaries fo the National Society; 
al multitudes of others raised up 
very where, of the same character; 
aal those of both sexes. That the 
fenale sex will be forward in this la- 
wof love not a doubt can be ra- 
ually entertained. I pray, that 
urs may not lag behind. 

Let it not be suspected, Mr. Editor, 
mm these observations that [ am in- 

ilerent to the prosperity of any eth- 

t Charitabie Lustitution. Not one 
i them need languish; not ene of 
hem, as I believe, will languish ii 
wasequence of the most liberal adop- 
on of the object, here proposed. On 
te contrary, Lam persuaded, that all 

them will flourish the mere. All 
ie branches of the twee of Charity 
MW On the same stem; spring irom 
le Sane rgot; are nourished by the 
mé sap, supplied by the cain of 

aven, and the auimatins beams of 
> Sux OF RicnTEGtsNEss. Ifs fop 
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will soon, unless I am deceived, reach 
to heaven: ; and ynder ts shadow will 
dwell ali uations. 

Of 1,500,000 families in the United 
States, one million, at least, can upon 
an average contribute to charitable 
purposes, without Lie least Inconveni- 
ence to themselves, one dollar a year. 
What family of this miilion, cannot 
spare two ceuts a week for the pur- 
pose of promoting the salvation of its 
fellow men? Yet what a noble supply 
would in this manner be furnished, 
not only for all the existing charities 
in this country, but for many 
But two cents a week, thus contribu- 
ted, would in all probabi! lity save, an- 
ni tally y, many souls; the least of which 
is of more value than all the wealth, 
nay than all the worlds, in the uu» 
verse. 

I wish, Mr. Editor, the contribu- 
tions, required, to be in every case 
small. On this plan far more money 
wii actually be raised*. On this plan 
the poor, whose charity is apt to ex- 
ceed that of the rich, will be furnished 
with an opportunity of exercising it; 

an opportunity, which it is always ne- 
cessary that others should provide for 
them; and of exercising it in a meun- 
ner, highly honourable to themselves, 
aud extensively beneficial té mantiad, 
Ju this manner the widow’s mite, nay, 
the servant’s mite, and the child’s 
mite, will anew be honatined with the 
ap robation of the Son of God, 

io conclude, Mr. Editor, a discas- 
sion, which perhaps both you and 
your readers may think too foug, but 
which I hardly knew how to couiract 
within shorter licnits; pom it me to 
say, that, with the pros, pect , here pre- 
sented to your readers, vefore me, I 
wim. constrained to °a NeW ere 
in the moral concerss preheat to have 

commenced; and auinspatetiom this 
period a new ower of things in the 
afiairs of our wortd, in wich the Re- 
ligion of the Gospei will rise in all its 
najesty, benelicence, and glory, to 


nore ! 


ee 


* Two Peacy Socitiies in the south of 
England contthu'ed in ‘he year 1514.0 che 
Church Missiosary Society aimos. 9u.i/ 
steriimc. 
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the astonished, and delighted view of 
mankind. A nobler train of emotions 
will begin toanimate, and to controul ; 
and “ Peace, and Love, and Joy, 
three sisters twinned in heaven, walk 
through our world, visiting every cot- 
tage, and, what is more wonderful, 
every palace also; and spread, from 
Greenland to Cape Horn, and from 
Japan to California, those inestimable 
blessings, which were purchased for 
man on the cross of Calrary by the 
wounds, and blood, and agonies, of 
THE Son or GOD. 
I am, Sir, yours, &c. X. 
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Journal of Abdool Messec, one of the 
Readers supported in lidia by the 
Ciaach Missionary Society. 


Continued from p, 252. 


January 23, 1813.—On going into 
the town, Abdool went to the house 
of one who had been very licentious, 
even for a Mahometan, but has re- 
formed. Here, after much arguiicit, 
the master of the house declared 
that he considered Abdool so cor- 
rupted, that he must have the very 
carpet he sat upon washed to purify 
it ?—Abd. “If you speak in respect to 
my personal character, [ acknowledge 
myself so sinful that you may well 
think yourcarpet defiled by my touch ; 
but, if you speak in respect of the 
Faith which I have embraced, you 
ought to consider your carpet puri- 
fied.” 

Going next into the house of a per- 
son who formerly held a commission 
in our Native Cavalry, who is retired 
here upon the Government Pension, 
he made himself known; and, on_be- 
ing recognized, the old Officer sent 
for ail his friends to come and see him, 


of whom they had heard so much of 


late. At length, a large crowd vollec- 
ted: in the mean time, the old man 
was biting his lips with vexation ; and 
telling Abdool, how many evil things 
he had heard of him.—--Abd. “Tam a- 
ware that many things of this sort are 
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said of of me; and, hearing of you as 
having become religious, I therefore 
now called, hoping that you will hear 
the truth from myself, and not be led 
away by false reports.”—* It is true,” 
said the old man, “Iam become relj- 
gious. I hate the Infidels (that is, the 
British), and mean to throw up their 
pension, and have no more to do with 
them.”—Ahd. “ Look there now: had 
you served the Mahrattas, and lost an 
arm or a leg in battle, would they hay 
given youa pension? And consider 
how many servants of the Nabob, yes, 
soine who have been servants to his 
father and grandfother, are turned off 
in their old age without provision; an 
these, whom vou call Infidels, Lave 
given youa handsome subsistence, and 
you pass your old age in ease! Con- 
siJer your words, and say who is the 
Infidel.”— Well, well,” said he, “ but 
I coun never be of their religion: they 
are so unclean, eating all kinds of food, 
and never using ablutions.”—Abd, 
* But who forbids them to bathe ? There 
is nothing said in the Gospel on these 
subjects ; and, since you place so much 
holiness in these things, had you not 
better strip yourself to a cloth round 
your middle, and go bathe at the junc- 
tion of the rivers among the Hindoos? 
They fancy that great holiness !” 

In going to the house of a merchant, 
Abdool passed by a Mosque where 
they were beginning prayers. He 
went to the door; but did not go in, 
lest they should raise a complaint a- 
gainst him for defiling their place. 
The Reader began : “ O God, enlight- 
en our hearts with the light of faith!” 
Abdool said aloud, “Amen!” The 
Reader looked round, with astonish- 
ment; and, after observing, began a- 
gain the same sentence ; to which Ab- 
dool again repeated aloud, “ Amen!” 
The reader proceeded, and Abdool 
was silent the rest of the service. When 
it was ended, some of them came round 
him, and inquired: “ You said Amen 
to the first sentence, but to no other: 
why was this:”—Abd. “Because the 
first sentence was right, and was the 
prayer of holy men of old; but the lat- 
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ter part is an invention of late date.” 
— Query: “ How do you make that ap- 
pear ?”—Abd. “ You add the name of 
Abubeckar to that of Mahomet: so that, 
by your own confession, that is added 
since Mahomet’s time.” Some of them 
now suspected, and inquired if he were 
not such anone. This led to an un- 
derstanding; anda long dispute, i 


which he explained to them many of 


our customs in worship, and made ap- 
peals to their conscience. One asked, 
ifhe were not affected by the con- 
tempt of his former friends, and won- 
dered he could be so hardened as thus 
openly to contend for Christianity.— 
Abd. “1 am, indeed, affected ; and ny 
heart by no means approves of your 
opposition: and you know, that at 
Lucknow, had such things been said 
to me, how I should have resisted; but 
now lam withheld. Iam no longer 
in my own Keeping, but in the power 
of another.” ‘These asked who that 
might be. He answered: “Iam re- 
strained, and enabled to bear your re- 
proach, by the power of the Holy Spir- 
it.” They were silent. 

He went last to the old Merchant, 
who has a heuse at Dehli, where he 
fermerly resided, and with soine of 
whose children Abdool was educated. 
He treated Abdeol with more affec- 
tion than any of the others; and was 
much movec by his exhortations to 
seek salvation from Chwist at the elev- 
enth how. He, and two others of the 
whole crowd assembled, took a copy 
of St. Matthew’s Gospel. Many might 
have been given away: but, where no 
disposition appeared to read them, it 
was thought best not to give them. 

In one company, Abdool had occa- 
sion to mention his having been bap- 
tized by Mr. Brown. Some one inqui- 
red, “ Where is Mr. Brown now ?”— 
Abd “ He is where he has long intend- 
ed to go. He is no longer im this 
world.” They said, “That is very 
weil! May you soon go after him, and 
no longer make this ado about your 
Religion !"°— Abd. “ Ido, indeed. desire 
0 be where Mr. Brown is, and care 
not how soon [ may he taken: but think 
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not that this Religion depends on Mr- 
Brown, er on me; for, if Lwere taken 
away, God can raise up one from 
among your Own seives to supply my 
place.” 

The above is a very > abridged ac- 
count of what passed on thatday. In 
the evening, Abdool was quite exhaust- 
ed: and, for two days after, appeared 
much cast down: but,on reading the 
account of the opposition which Jere- 
miah met with, he seemed much ene 
couraged ; and commented, with great 
feeling, on the impatience which the 
Prophet discovered, saying, that he 
had to-day found his own history: ad- 
ding, “ How truly is this the word of 
God! From David, all the Prophets 
agree with the Gospel, in writing Ue 
heart decei/ful above all things and de» 
perately wicked.” 

Feb. 5, 1813.—An event occurred 
to-day, which Abdooi related with 
great‘ pleasure. At Monickpore re- 
sides an aged man, of venerable ap- 
pearance, with a flowing white beard, 
who is considered a Holy man. He is 
the proprietor of several villages; and 
isa manof more than ordinary good- 
nature. He has many servants and 
many discip'es, and keeps open house 
for travellers. On these accounts he 
is much venerated by his neighbours. 
His place of Worship is held very sa- 
cred, and many got hither as on a kind 
of pilgrimage. On Abcool looking in 
at the outer gate of the premises, one 
who was going in said, “ Come on, and 
pay your de votions. %— Abid. * What 
place is this?”—“ It isa holy place: 
come in.”—Abd. “What advantage 
will arise from my going in ?”—Stran- 
ger: “Why every body goes.”—Ahi/. 
“ Though every body should act sense- 
lessly, why should 12?”—On this the 
Old Man came, and asked Abdoo! who 
he was ?—Add. “Tam one of Mankind, 
a Servant of God.” The master of 
the house pressed him to go in; and of- 
dered fooa to be brought for him, and 
for a Christian Lad who was with him. 
On the’ food being brought, he him- 
self set it before them, and begced 
them to eat.—Add, “Excuse me: f 
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may not eat of your dishes: not that I 
have any objection to eat with you, or 
with any one: but f am a Christian ; 
and should | eat with you, your disci- 
ples would say you had lost Caste.”—- 
“You are, at all events, a good man, 
for thus explaining to me, and I am 
happy tosee you. Pray havethe Eng- 
lish any books besides Histories and 
Books of Amusement ?””"—Abd. “Yes 

surely ; they have the Books of Mose s, 
of the Prophets, and the Gospel. All 
the ancient books are in their posses- 
sion.”—*Yes! the Law, the Psalms, 
the Gospel, and the Koran. I know 
there are Four Divine Books.”—Abd. 


“Well! all these are inthe hands of 


the English; though of these there are 
many books which you include under 
the name of the Law :” mentioning, 
isaianh and Daniel, and saying th ant 
David was the author of the Psalms.’ 
—“Well .” said the Oid Man, “ Tnever 
knew that before: and have the Englis! l 
avy kind of worship among them :°— 
Abid. * Ce tainly they have; but they 
are taught to shut their door, and to 


pray to their Paiher who sceth in secret. 
‘They place no dependence on out- 
ward oi servances for salvation. Why, 
if you are to be judged according to 
your opinions, by your works, you 
musthe condemned. You are requir- 
edto have onclean clothes when you 


worship; and that is easily obeyed: 
but then you are also to exclude the 
world from your mind, and to worship 
with the heart intensely fixed on God, 
(vepeating # verse of the Koran in 
proof.) Now do you thus fulfil the 
precept ?”—The Old Man said, “ Oh 
no !”—Add. “ Then are you not an of- 
fender ?”—* Alas! yes.” — Abd. * Now 
the Christians are taught to believe in 
Jesus as enduring the shame and pain 
and death on the Cross which they de- 
serve ; and that,through faith in his suf- 
ferings, they shall be saved. They do 
indeed obey God; yet not of them- 
selves, but by his grace: and their 
obedience attends their salvation, 
though not as the price of it.” The 
old man expressed great thankfulness ; 


ssid be had never heard such things 


before, told his disciples these were true 
words, and begged a copy of the 
Gospel ; for which, as Abdoo! had not 

aken one with him, he walked down, 
attended by his retinue. On parting, 
he begged Abdool would give him a 
sentence toremember. This is a cus. 
tom between Spiritual Guides, when 
they part after a visit; and the most 
absurd expressions are common among 
them on these occasions. Abdool said : 
“There is no such custom among 
Christians; but I can tell you one sen- 
tence, which, if you remember and be- 
lieve, mav be of service to you; and 
that is, The blood of Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, cleanseth from all sin! 
He requested Abdool would write to 
him, from time to time, on such sub- 
Jeers. 

At Dalamow, Abdool went to the 
house of the head man 3 who, on hearing 
the name Abdoo! Messce, (liscovered 
so much ill will, as did several about 
oe . that, for fear of tumult, Abdool 

hortly took leave; observing that 

hey reminded him of the command, 
ot to cast pearls before swine, lest 
they turn again and rend thee. 

February 13.—Saturday arrived at 
Cawnpore. On Sunday Abdooi’s 
brother, and his nephew, came from 
Lucknow to meethim. They receiv- 
ed him with great affection, and wish- 
ed to eat with him, and to be one 
witl him in all things... Abdool wise- 
ly would not suffer them, until they 
should uncerstand the grounds of his 
conversion, when they might choose. 
They brought word that a great stir 
had been made in Lucknow, on the 
report of his baptism reaching that 
place. One night a crowd collected at 
his father’s house, and demanded that 
he should openly renounce his apos- 
tate son, or they should suspect him 
also of becoming Christian. He and 
the brothers declared they would not 
renounce Abdool, who always behav- 
ed kindly, and new wrote to them 
with great affection. A tumult ensu- 
ed, which required the interference 
of the Cutwal, or Mayor; and the re- 
port was carried to the Nabob’s sons, if 
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not tothe Nabob himself. The great 
men took the part of Abdool’s fami- 
ly, and threatened the other party. 
These circumstances were — partly 
known; and it had been cetermined 
as most advisaile for Abdool not to 
go to Lucknow forthe present: but, 
on being told of his family’s contin- 
ued good-will and favourable dispesi- 
tion to the Gospel; as also that his fa- 
ther, mother, brothers, and sisters, with 
their children, had determined on com- 
ing to see liim if he would not go over 
—the sisters also resolving to risk the 
displeasure of their husbands rather 
than not see him—Abdoo! thought he 
ought to go; and we, commencing hin 
to the Lord, sent hinm with his brother 
and nephew, with one servant to bring 
us word of his weil sve. 
- Abdool is weti known here, and his 
return has excited much taik about re- 
ligion. It would oceupy too much 
time to record every part of the con- 
versation which te held the first day 
he wentto the Bazar. It would ex- 
lain exactly what is recorded of Mt. 
Pau!'s dispuing daily in the marke:: 
Acts xvii. 17. 

One circumstance seems worthy to 
be remembered, as it shews that the 
Natives are well aware that Christian- 
ity requires diligence in business. A 
faqueer by trade, on seeing Abdool, 
cried out—“ Ho! you seller of (your) 
faith, will you give me any thing?”— 
Abdool. “If you desire to purchase 
spiritual blessings, I may perhaps be 
abie to supply you ; but, as to worldly 
things, I have little to give. What I 
have, I labour for, and you are able to 
work for your provision as weil as 1.” 
The Faqueer replied, “So! I expect- 
ed, now you are become English, you 
would be for setting me to work—I 
know their way is, ‘Work for your 
bread! work for your bread !”” 

On the evening of Sunday the 21st, 
we were agreeably surprised by the re- 
turn of Abdoo! from Lucknow. He 
found the ill-will of his former friends 
so much excited, that he did not leave 
his father’s house during the day he 
staid there. In the evening he went 
tg a friend’s house, and had much dis- 
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cussion on the subject of religion. He 
gave ten copies of St. Matthew to dif- 
ferent persons who desired them, and 
pradently withdrew privately; and 
praised God, he says, when he set foot 
on British Territory. 

Two days after his return, his fa- 
ther, two brothers, and two nephews, 
came over. ‘Their prejudices appear 
removed. They joined in prayer, 
both in private and in Church; and 
declared their intention of embracing 
Christianity. Most of their inquiries 
were on the subject of our Lord’s Di- 
vinity ; of which, efier having seen the 
evidence from the Old and New Tes- 
taments, they seemed convinced. 
Their parting with Abdool was very 
affecting. The Old Man threw his 
arms round his son’s neck, and wept 
plentifully. Abdool was much mov- 
ed, and said, “ I pray, Sir, forbear your 
tears. My ‘Lord hath said, He, that 
liveth brother, or sister, or father, or mo- 
ther, more than me, is not worthy of me.” 
—*“* Well, well,” said the Old Man; 
“but l am returning to calamity I 
know—many will try to trouble me ; 
but I give up these,” turning to his two 
gr and-c hildren, “to be educated in 
Christianity ; 1 comunit them to Jesus 
Christ! God grant that that country 
(Lucknow) may soon come into the 
possession of the British! then we might 
live in peace.” Abdool reminded him, 
that God would deliver him, and that 
his peace is alone worth caring for.— 
“True,” said the younget brother, 
and these lads we commit to Christ! 
During the rains I also will come and 
stay some months with you.” 





Extracts from the Report of the 22d 
General Meeting of the (London) 
Missionary Society. 


Continued from p, 219. 


Socrety IsLanps, 
IN THE SOUTH PACIFIC OCEAN, 


It is with great satisfaction that the 
Directors are enabled to commence 
their annual Report with a favourable 
account of those interesting islands in 
the Southern Ucean which first en- 
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gaged the atiention of this Society. 
for two successive years they have 
had the pleasure of stating, that the 
aspect of our affairs iu Eimno, an Is- 
land adjacent to Otaheite, has greatly 
improved. The intelligence received 
during the past year is still more en- 
couraging. Ina letter, dated Jan. 14, 
1815, the Missionaries say, “ Our con- 
cregation increas@s apace ; our stated 
hearers are about three hundred, and 
soinctimes many more.” Their school 
also, which consists chiefly of adults, 
is well atiended; the 
scholars was then two hundred and 
ninety-five. Large parties come over 
from Taheite, and other islands, to 
hear (le Gospe!, and to obtain instruc- 
tion in the school. ‘The number of 
those who have desired that their 
names may be inscribed among the 
worshippers of Jehovah exceeds two 
hundred, exclusive of those who have 
removed from Eimeo, and of ethers 
who have died in the faith. 

Nor is itonly in the island ef Eimee, 
where the Missionaries now reside, 
but in Otaheite, Huaheine, Ulietea, 
Raiatea, Tahaa, and other islands 
which they have occasionally visited, 
that the word ef God has been heard 
and received with pleasure. Several 
of the chiefs have expressed a wish 
that their islands also should be i- 
voured with Missionaries. 

Many persons, especially in Eimeo, 
having openly renounced idolatry, 
now observe the Cliristian Sabbath, 
meet together to worship God, and 
are distinguished by the name ef Bure 
dtua, or The Praying People. This 
public profession has excited, as might 
be expected, the spirit of persecution; 
so that some of their houses lave been 
Luent down, and their persons exposed 
to danger. Sull, however, Divine Pro- 
vidence interposed in their favour, by 
inclining same of the principal iababi- 
tants to become their protectors, who, 
although idelaters, alleged that they 
were imnocent people, and ouglit not 
to be injured. The namber of those 


who, in the different islands, lave 
openly renounced the worship of idols, 
cappolt be. ess thaa five or six un- 
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dred, inclading most of the principal 
chiefs. 

These persevering Missionaries, 
who have long borne the burden and 
heat of the day, and whose strength 
begins to decline, express an anxious 
desire to be reinforced by additional 
labourers. With this reasonable re- 
quest the Directors most readily com- 
plied, and have sent out, favoured by 
free passages in government vessels, 
fow brethren, with their wives, to 
assist in the growing work required in 
the Society Islands; and they are 
preparing to send out four more, as 
soon as possible: for the Missionaries 
assure us that there is much encou- 
ragement to commence missions in 
several others of the Society Islands, 
and that it is ardently desired by the 
chiefs themselves. 

it will be gratifying to our friends to 
learn, that amidst their numerous la- 
bours, the brethren have composed, in 
the language of ihe natives, a History 
of the Old Testament, and another ef 
the New, which have been printed at 
Put. Jackson; they have also com- 
posed a Catechism, including all the 
great principles of Christianity ; and 
Hymns, which the people sing with 
ereat delight. It affords our brethren 
an ample reward for all their toils, to 
observe these converted Pagans pour- 
ing out their souls im prayer at their 
social meetings, and to hear the 
praises of the Redeemer sang by their 
melodious voices. They are pro- 
ceeding in the important work of 
translating the Scriptures; to facilitate 
the printing of which, a press has 
been sent out; one of the Missionaries 
now on their way, was previously in- 
structed in the art of printing, and 
the British and Foreign Bible Society 
has kindly provided paper for the in- 
tended impression. 

The vessel which the brethren, ui- 
der many disadvantages, have long 
been building, will, we hope, soon be 
finished; they willthen be able to vi- 
sit all the neighbouring islands, and 
preach to the people * all the words of 
this life ;” while, by there friendly in- 
tercourse with the natives, they will 
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promote their ctviization ; an object 
which the Directors press upon thetr 
Missionaries uniformly to keep in 
view. Mr. Marsden being decidediy 
of opinion that religion willnever flour- 
ish in the islands without the encour- 
agement of industry among the na- 
lives, and that commerce will prove 
the best stimulus to industry, has long 
expressed his earnest wish that a sinail 
vessel might be employed for the pur- 
pose of carrying on a barter with the 
people, by which thousands who are 
now idle might be rendered active and 
useful, whi-e, at the same time, valu- 
able facilities would be afforded for 
visiting the Missionaries, and convey- 
ing to them necessary supplies. Deeply 
impressed with this conviction, Mr. 
Marsilen has purchased a small vessel 
called the Active, which has already 
made three voyages to New Zealand 
on account of the Church Missionary 
Society, and which he proposed should 
sail to Otaheite in Avgust last. ‘To- 
wards the support of this vessel Mr. 
Marsden preposed to the Directors 
that this Society should pay 200/. per 
year, for two or three years; to this 
reasonable proposal the Directors 
readily acceded, yet expecting that 
the finishing of the vessel at Kimeo 
will hereafter supersede the necessity 
ef employing any other*. 


Petersburgh, 27th March, 1816. 


You will rejoice to learn that every 
thing prospers, far, very far beyond 
our expectations. Last year we dis- 
tributed above 11,000 copies of the 
Scriptures, in 20 cifferent languages, 
to an amount of 40,000 rubles, Our 
income was more than 236,000, our 
expenditure 137,000 and we bad a 
balance in our favour of 160,000, But 
our engagements at the commence- 
ment of the year amounted to not less 
than 220,000; we hope, however, 
after meeting them all, to have a 
balance of about 125,000 at the dis- 

* It may be proper here to mention, that 
a generous individual has lately presented 
to the Society for this Mission the sum of 
2001., and bas promised to present 5001. 
more when ihe next Missionaries are pre- 
pared to sail. 
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posal of the Society, and, on the faith 
of this, not fewer than five different 
new editions were resolved upon at 
the last meeting of the Committee. 
‘Lhis all reeards the Petersburgh Com- 
mittee. Under the auspices of the 
Russian Bible Society. 22,000 copies 
of the Scriptures left the press in the 
course of the year, and | hope while 
iam writing to yeu, about 30,000 
more are printed oft. These short 
notices will enable you to form some 


judgment of the stnie of the Society, 


its activity and prospects. His ln- 
perial Majesty has proposed to have 
the Bible wanslated into the Russian 
language, aud the Holy Syned has 
approved of the proposition, and given 
orders for its execution. ‘This ex- 
ceeds all that bad ever been antici- 
pated by us, and is of more real im- 
portance for Russia, and perhaps, I 
may say, for Christianity, than all 
that has hitherto been dotie ; the work 
has already commenced with the New 
Testament, and we hope that in the 
course of the year, this portion of the 
Scripture will be finished. This will 
form a new epoch for Russia, and for 
ail the nations surrounding that vast 
empire. Now light will beam forth 
on many darkened regions; we may 
ina peculiar manner consider the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, Lx. 4. 
“ Arise, shine, for thy light is come, and 
the glory of the Lord is risen upon thee,” 
as addressed to the Russian Church ot 
this momentous occasion, and I hope 
we shall yet live to see them fully ac- 
complished. The signs of the times 
are wonderful, and in nothing more 
than in the opposition of interests 
which manifestly prevail. Pray that 
the Lord may preserve the Emperor 
Alexander ; be aja crs indeed to be 
raised up for some “reat and glorious 
end. Pray that the Lord may place 
God-fearing men rouid bis ‘throne, 
that so his truly pious and wise plans 
for the happiness of his people and 
the good of religion may be carried 
into effect. Perhaps never did more 
depend on earthly monarch, and 
never was one more disposed to all 


thatis good. JOHN PATERSON, 
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BENEVOLENI SOCIETIES. 


On the 2d inst. the Female Charita- 
ble Society of Humphrey’s Ville met 
according to appointment. This Seci- 
ety was formed in November last for 
the purpose of aiding in the education 
of pious indigent young men for the 
Gospe! Ministry. Since that time the 
Domestic Missionary Society has been 
formed for the purpose of building up 
waste p/uces in Connecticut and its vi- 
cinity: highly approving of the ob- 
ject ‘of this Society, and taking into 
view our traly melancholy situation as 
it respects the preaching of the Gos- 
pel among ourselves, we have thought 
it our duty to alter our Constitution, 
that the money we pay may be appli- 
ed to the immediate support of preach- 
ing. ‘Therefore, 

Voted Unanimously, That the mo- 
ney now in the Treasury of this Socie- 
ty, be paid into the Treasury of the 
Domestic Missionary Society of Con- 
necticut, to be applied by them to the 
support of preaching in weak Socie- 
ties in this State. 

Voted, That the money raised by 
this Society in future be devoted to 
the same object. 

Votel, Thatit is our earnest desire, 
that the Domestic Missionary Society 
will consider our circumstances in 
this Village, aud afford us as much as- 


tVCE. 


sistance by preaching, as the funds of 


the Society will admit, consistent with 
extending relief to other destitute Se- 
cieties. 
Sanau Mixus, President, 
Puree Srives, Vice President. 
Puere Srives, 24, Secretary. 
$12 paid by the above Society. 





Straiford, (Conn.) August 27th 


We have lately made a report of the 
doings of our “ Society for the Educa- 


- tion of Pious, Indigent Young Men.” 


There was inthe Treasury $26,50; 
and the outstanding debts, and as tic- 
les unsold in the hands of the Society, 
amounted to about $35 more making, 
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upwards of 60 dols.—the product of 
the industry, and ingenuity of eight 
mouths. T he number of members has 
increased very much since its forma- 
tion, and the interest is not in the least 
abated. Surely we may say with Jacob, 
“With my staff [I passed this Jordan 
and now lam become two bands.” 
We have made 111 needie-books, 24 
(wrought) work-bags, 9 pair of stock- 
ings and socks, and 4 shirts, besides a 
number of smaller articles.” [Note.— 
All monies obtained from the sale of 
the above mentioned articles are devo- 
ted to the education of pious young 
nren. | 





Charleston Female Bible Society. 


On the 22d ult. a Female Bible So- 
ciety was formed in Charleston,(S. C.) 
Its prospects are very flattering. The 
number of members is already 400. 
This is the twentieth Fema!e Bible So- 
ciety recently formed in the United 
States. 





Ai a Mecting of the Saretoga County Bible 
suck tay July 10ih, 1516. 


The Constimtion of the American Bible 
Society having been read, the following 
Resolution was subm tred by the Board of 
Managers to the Society, and was unani- 
mously adopted, viz. : 

Resolved, That this Society become from 
henceforward auxiliary to the American 
Bibie Society, upon ihe terms contained in 
the tbied article of their Constitution. 


At ameeting of the New-Jersey Bible 
Society at Princeton, on the 28th Aug. 
1516, the following article was added to 
their Constitution, by a unanimous vote: 

“This Society will, from the present 
time, become auxiliary to the American 
Bible Society, by placing its surplus re- 
venue at the disposal of the American Bible 
Society.” 

he New-Jersey B. 8. also voted a dona- 
tion of 509 dollars to the national Insti- 
tution. 

The Georgia Bible Society have likewise 
become auxitiary to the American Bible 
Society, and made them a present of 500 
dollars 

Besides the three societies above men- 
tinned, we have received information of the 
following auxiliaries, viz. : 

The Fayetteville Auxiliary 
ciety, (of N. C.) recently institated ; 


Bible So- 
The 
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Stamford Bible Society (Connecticut) mak- 
ing in all 29 auxiliaries to the American 
Bible Society. 

By unanimous votes, the New-York 
Bible Society and the Auxiliary New-York 
Bible Society have united in giving the 
stereotype pluiesof the Bible, lately exe- 
ented fur them, to the American Bible So- 
ciety. 

The se plates, together with : heir furniture 


vr printing, cost upwards of 5250 dollars ; > 


of which 109 dollars was granted by the 
Frederick Couniy Bible Society of Vir- 
ginia; 955 dollars by the British and 
Foreign Bible Society ; and the remainder, 
about 2200 dollars, was raised in this city. 

The city of New-York has, incla ling the 
sum last mentioned, now con ributed he- 
tween 7 and 8OU0 dollars to the American 
Bible Society. 

lartford Auxiliary Bibie Society. 

A Society under this tide was formed in 
Connecticui on the Qistukk. The constitue 
tion provides that no person shall be eligi- 
bie to any oifice in the Society, uoless he be 
hetween the ages of twen‘y ani thirty-five. 
The following are the officers for the ensu- 
ing year— 

Kev. Thos. H. Gallaudel, President. 

Wm. W. Elsworth, Esq. Vice-President. 

Barsillai Hudson, Jun. Treasurer. 

George Spencer, Secretary. 





New-York Stereotype Dible. 

The Stereotype Plates for the Bible, 
executed by Messrs. E. & J. White, 
for the New-York and Auxiliary New- 
York Bible Societies, are finished ; and 
an edition of 3,500 copies has been 
struck off, part of which are in the 
hands of binders, and will be ready for 
delivery in a few cays, price 7) cents 
per copy.—The execution of the work 
does great credit to the artists, and we 
are of opinion will bear an advantage- 
ous comparison with any stereotype 
work done in Great-Britain which we 
have seen. 400 copies on superfine 
paper will be sold in sheets to booksel- 
lers at a moderate advance, by the 
Stereotype Committee.—Ch. Herald. 





From the Boston Recorder. 
Connecticut Asylum for the Deaf 
and Dumb. 


It gives us much pleasure to state 
fhat Mr. Gallaudett and his compan- 


rably quaiified for their stations. 
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ion Mr. Laurent Clere, have arrived 
in town, from Hartford. The object 
of Mr. Gallaudett’s visit, is. to solicit 
subscriptions for the ecuc ation of the 
deaf and dumb children of the imdi- 
gent. It is understood, that the funds 
already raised, or to be raised in Con- 
necticut, will be sufiicient for the erec- 
tion of the necessary Buildings. All 
coutributions obtained fvom other 
States will, therefore, be Cevoted im- 
Mee lintely to the support of the schol- 
ars. It hasbeen ascertained that there 
are LOO deaf and dumb persens in 
Connecticut. If the proportion to 
population hoids good, we may expect 
to find nearly 20 sabjects.of this mis- 
fortune in the town of Boston, and at 
least 24) in Massachusetts Proper. 
When the pecatiar sufferings of the 
deafand duinb are taken into consid- 
eration, we trust that the benevolent 
in this Metropolis, and throughout the 
country, will be liberal in their sup- 
port of an Institution, which is to open 
the sources of moral and inte! ‘ectual 
pleasure to so many of our wifortunate 
fellow citizens. Let it be remember- 
ed that no family not already reared, 
is secure against the visitation of this 
calamity. 

If proofs are wanted of the efficacy 
of the proposed method of instruction, 
a few moments conversation with Mr. 
Clere will supply them. This gentle- 
man was a pupil of the Aspe Sicarp, 
and under his instruction has made 
great proficiency in various depart- 
ments of literature and science. He 
has been deaf and dumb from infancy. 
Three months since, he was wholly ig- 
norant of the English language. He 
now reads and writes witi the greatest 
facility, and answers all questions that 
are proposed to him with a readiness 
and good sense which would do credit 
to those who are in possession of all 
the senses. We rejoice that an Insti- 
tution which does so much honour to 
the country, as the Connecticut Assy- 
lum, is to commence its operation uny 
der the superintendence of two gen- 
tlemen whom we know to be so adie 
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THE BIBLE. 


Extracts from a pamphiet recently preb- 
lished wm New-York, entitled, An Ape 
eal to the Christians of America ia 
ichalf of the American Bible Society. 


Our Jrearts sink within us at the re- 
collection, that while the population 
of those countries in which the religion 
of Christ is professed, is no more than 
two hundred and thirteen millions, it 
is computed that there are in the 


world, Ave hundred and Atty millions of 


souls, who have never heard of lis 
vawe! But while we iament the dark- 
ness of the heathen world, ict us not 
think that the light ef the Gespel is 
freely diffused in those lands, on which 
the Sun of righteousness has risen ; 
for ou examination we sball find, that 
even in them, thousands and millions 
are hid from the brightness of his 
beams. The whole number of Bibles 
which, previous to 1807, had been 
printeg in the immense empire of 
Russia. in the Sclavonian language, 
through the long course of two hun- 
dred and thirty-four years, was po 
more than 60,000! and so late as 
1811, not one family in one hundred, 
in the provinces of Esthonia and Li- 
vonia, possessed a copy of the’Scrip- 
tures; and 409,000 fainilies were ab- 
solutely without a Bible: and in 1813, 
in the district of Dorpat, in the latter 
wovinee, among a pepulation of 
106,000 sou!s, not 200 New Testa- 
ments were to be found. 

In 1812, the number of persons 
speaking the Finnish langwage, was 
not less than 1,300,000, and yet for 
thirty years, not a Bible has been 
printed for their use, and so scarce 
had copies become, that they sold for 
fifteen and twenty-six dollars. 

In 1814, it was stated by the Geor- 
gian Arch Bishop, that in Georgia 
Proper, there were nearly 990 churches 
or congregations, and in Imeretta and 
Minerellia, 1,100; and that in these 
2.000 churches, there were not 200 
Bibles to be found. 

In 1815, it was estimated that there 
were 400,000 families in Sweden with- 
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out Bibles, and that previous to the 
establishment of a Bible Society in 
that kingdom, not one out of eighty of 
the poorer classes, had a copy of the 
Scriptures. 

In 1812, it was estimated that four 
out of five in Deumark, were without 

diDies. 

in 1807, in Iceland, whose popula- 
tion is about 50,000, there were only 
40 or 50 Bibles. 

tn Isl, not a Dutch Bible was to 
be purchased at tice Cape of Good ° 
Hope. 

In ISI], eleven foreign ships ad 
London, were visited, and but one Bi- 
ble was found among all their crews. 

In Isli, there were 1,500,000 Pro- 
testants in Hungary, and but few 
Bibles. 

In 1815, the scarcity of Bibles in 
Poland was so great, that a copy could 
hardly be procured at any price. 

In I812, some Protestant ministers 
in Hessen stated, that the want of Bi- 
bles in Hessen was very great, and 
that in their parishes, they had scarce- 
ly found fwo copies. 

lt is asserted, that before the es- 
tablishment ef the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, not one third of all the 
inhabitants of Ireland, had ever seen 
a Bible; nor was it offered for sale in 
more than fifteen places in the whole 
Island. In 1-05, it was computed, that 
in the southern part of Ireland, two 
thirds of the Protestant families were 
without Bibies; and that among the 
Catholics, not more than one family 
in 600 had a copy of the Scriptures. 

In I8i1, the celebrated Henry 
Martyn estimated the number 6f 
Christians in India without a Bible, 
ut 900,000! 

Let us now direct our view to Great 
Britain, where we are apt to suppose 
that the “darkness is past, and the 
true light now s):ineth.” 

From an actual inquiry, made by 
order of the Bishop of Durham, it was 
discovered, that there were 5,800 fam- 
ilies in that diocese without Bibles; 
estimating the rest of England and 
Wales in this proportion, they mus 
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contain 350,000 families destitute of 
the Scriptures. The following facts 
proye that this estimate is probably 
not too high. 

in Wales, there are 350,000 persons 
speaking the Welsh Language; yet 
tor 80 vears before 1793, not a single 
Exble had been printed for their use. 

fn [SlQ, it was computed that in 
the county of Norfolk, there were 
10.000 families without a Bible. 

In ISL], iin the district of North 
London and Islington, of 1964 families 
which were visited, L141 were found 
without 2 Bible. 

In }S8i2, of GIL families in Spital- 
fields which were visiied, 335 were 
tuund to be without Bibies. 

An 1812, of 4386 families in Liver- 
pool which were visited, only 1534 
had either a Bible or Testament. 

fn 1812, in the district of Black- 
heath, it was discovered from actual 
examination, that at least 5000 fami- 
lies were without a Bible: and in the 
district of Southwark, of 925 families, 
comprising 4508 individuals, no more 
than 395 bibles or Testaments were 
found. In the same year, of 2025 
families in the district ot East London 
which were visited, 102 were found 
destitute of the Scriptures. Taking 
ihe number visited to be about one 
eighth part of the poor inhabitants of 
the district, the general result it was 
supposed would be, that 8000 families 
im that district were in want of a 
Bible. 

In 1813, in ten parishes in the coun- 
ty of Flint, 1300 houses were found 
on examination, to be without a Bible. 

In 1813, in the districts of Blooms- 
bury and South Pancras, among 2481 
families, comprising 9652 individuals, 
there were found only 467 perfect 
Bibles, and 126 imperfect. In six of 
the sub-divisious into which the whole 
district was divided for the conveni- 
ence of investigation, among 858 fa- 
milies, containing 3600 individuals, 
only 30 Bibles or Testaments were 
found, being a proportion of one book 
to 28 families, or 120 individuals. The 
same year, the Southwark Auxiliary 


Bible Society estimated, that within 
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their district, comprehending a pope 
lation of 150,000 souls, one half of the 
poor were without Bibles. 

In Isi4, in the town and neiehbour- 
Lood of Southampton, of 960 fegnilics 
which were visited, 415, comprising 
1784 individuals, were destitute of 
Bibles. 

If such be the famine of the word ot 
God in Great Britain, where Protest- 
autism and religious zeal have so 
ereatly tenced to diffuse Ht: how vriey- 
ous must be the scarcity in brauets 
Spain, ltaly, and ether Cutho ic cowi- 
tries ! 

Let us now look at home, and ict 
us begin our imquiries with that sec- 
tion of our country, which is the most 
distinguished for the religious habits 
and information of its citizens. From 
the estimates which have been made, 
H appears, thatin ISIL4, one sixth part 
of the population of New-England, 
was destitute ef the Scriptures*. 

The Report of the Connecticut 
Bible Society for 1812, informe us, that 
there were more inthat State without 
the Scriptures, than the funds of the Se- 
ciety could supply ; and Jet it be re- 
membered, that this Society is one of 
the oldest and ablest in the United 
Staies, and the State itself better sup- 
plied with Bibles than probably any 
other district of Uie same population 
in the world. 

The Massachusetts Society, in their 
Report for 1812, say, “ when this in- 
stitution was first proposed, there were 
some who objected that it was not 
needed: that the poor in this country 
are as well supplied with Bibles as the 
rich; but inquiry has proved the ob- 
jection false. any ministers who 
had the same impressions, have ex- 
pressed their surprise at the want of 
Bibles in their Societies.” In their 
Report for 1818, they state that they 
had heard of “ many settlements in * 
Maine, in which only one or tao Bibles 
could be found.” * On every side of 
us,” say they, “ are fellow beings, who 
want the best blessing God has bestow 
ed on men.” During the year pst- 


* Panoplist, x. 119. 
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ceding this report, they had distribut- 
ed 2295 Bibles and 532 Testaments, 
and they deciare, that “ however im- 
proba ble it may seem, this number 
w is needed.” 

in 1809, the Philadelphia Sogiety 
declared it to be their opinion, that 
one fourth of the families in this coun- 
try were without Bibles. They state, 
that the “ deficiency of Bibles has 
been found to be much greater than 
WAS expected.” 

A few weeks since, 87 families in 
one ward in the city of New-York 
were visited, and 58 were found with- 
out Bibles. 

In IS14, it was estimated, that there 
were in the Mississippi ‘Territory 5000 
families destitute of the Scriptures ; 
‘8000 in the State of Louisiana; 10,000 
in Tennessee; 12,000 in the ‘Terri- 
tories of Indiana, Illinois, and Mis- 
souri; 13,000 in Ohio; and 80,000 in 
Kentucky: and so late as 18515, in 
many of the principal towns in the 
western States and ‘Territories, there 
was not a Bible for sale! Surely 
« darkness has covered the earth, and 
gross darkness the people.” 

Owing to our having been without a 
centre of religious information, it is 
impossible to ascertain with exactness 
the number of Bibles that have been 
distributed by the American Societies ; 
but we shall most probably overrate 
the actual amount at the beginning of 
1816, if we state it at 150,000): a 
number not greater than isat this mo- 
ment wanted, for the supply of the 
destitute in the single state of Ken- 
tucky! 

Such is the offering which, as a na- 
tion, we have made at the shrine of 
Christian benevolence. Such is our 
return to heaven, for the public and 
individual blessings we enjoy! 


+ From this number, which the author is 
very confident is far too large, ought to be 
deducted the Bibles which have been pur- 
chased with donations from the British and 
Foreign Rible Society. The amount of the 
donations from that Society to the Ameri- 
can Societies, is 9768 dols. 
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REVIVAL OF RELIGION. 


Exftrtct of a letter to a gentleman in New- 
Haven, daied Granville, N. ¥. Sept. 2. 


Our prospects in a temporal view 
are truly gioomy; yet God has not 
forgotten to be gracious. In a Spirit- 
ual sense, onr prospects were never 
so bright. Although the land has suf- 
fered for want of the early and latter 
rain, God has been pleased to give 
us showers of divine grace. Early in 
the Spring a work commenced in a 
Baptist Society in thistown, which vet 


rai ee s, and m: uly prec ious souls. 


we trust. are gathered into the fold of 


Goc. About three months since the 
work began in the Congregational So- 
ciety in the South part of the town; 
since which more than forty hope they 
have passed trom death unto life. The 
work is becoming more extensive and 
more powerlul. Within a few weeks 
the Spirit of God has been poured out 
on the Congregational Society in the 
West part of the town; and I have 
been informed that there is hardly to 
be found a family in which religion is 
not the subject of conversation. In 
this Society, the work has but recently 
commenced ; yet it extends to every 
part of the Society, and is more pow- 
erful than was the reformation two 
ye ars ago. 

‘There is no noise, but deep solem- 
nity in our religious assemblies. Meet- 
ings are held daily i some part or 
other of the town, and some days in 
several parts at the same time. Chris- 
tians appear to have awaked froin 
their slothfulness, and wish te do some- 
thing for God. Will not the friends 
of Immanuel in New Haven pray 
that God may continue his grace in 
this place? I trust they will, and that 
it may be extended until the earth 
shall be filled with the knowledge of 
our God. 
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